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1.  Executive Summary 
 
Public Art Vermilion (PAV), a program of Main Street Vermilion (MSV), requests artists 
or artist teams to submit their interest and qualifications for the commission of a site 
specific outdoor public mural located on River Road, across the street from Rotary Park.  
 
The project will also entail collaboration with PAV and MSV to involve the community 
and local students in the vision and development of the mural, reflecting the history of 
the site as Vermilion’s “graffiti wall”. The mural will be installed in the summer/fall of 
2019, and will remain for an anticipated period of 7-10 years, at minimum. 
 
Artist submissions will be reviewed by a selection committee comprised of art and 
design professionals, key funders/sponsors, the property owner, and community leaders 
appointed by PAV and MSV. 
 
Artists will be asked to develop an all-inclusive itemized budget as part of the proposal 
submission. 
 
2.  Public Art Vermilion 
 
Public Art Vermilion is a new, volunteer-driven organization developed in 2018 to 
connect, engage and instill an appreciation for art throughout the Vermilion community. 
The group’s mission is to use public art to create a lasting and ever-evolving 
atmosphere of interest for art in the community. 
 
PAV is driven by a 20-person Advisory Board, with two co-chairpersons, and serves as 
a program under the 501C3 umbrella of Main Street Vermilion. 
 
This project represents the first commissioned public art project by PAV, and therefore it 
is very important that it engages and connects with the community. 
 
3.  Main Street Vermilion 
 
Since 2000, Main Street Vermilion, part of the National Main Street movement, has 
promoted economic development and historic preservation, and works to create a 
sense of place in Vermilion to attract and retain businesses, visitors and residents. 
 
As a member of Heritage Ohio, MSV works through a 16-member volunteer board and 
much of what is accomplished happens through volunteers, stakeholders and donors. 
 
MSV also serves as an umbrella to a number of programs, each managed by groups of 
volunteers with special interests and a passion to enhance the atmosphere of Vermilion. 
 
Main Street Vermilion programs include: 

• Public Art Vermilion 
• Vermilion in Bloom 
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• Bridge to Bridge 
• Vermilion Arts Guild 
• Shore Thing 
• Lighthouse Preservation 

 
4.  About the Site 
 
Parsons Wall, or as it is known among locals in Vermilion as the Graffiti Wall, may at 
first glance seem an odd choice for PAV’s first public art project. And yet it quickly 
became attractive, for many reasons. 
 
Located on River Road, the long wall parallels the Vermilion River, which the city was 
named after, and is across the street from the Vermilion Rotary Centennial Park. The 
park sits under the iconic Vermilion Water Tower in historic downtown and is a lovely 
vantage point for watching boats and enjoying a picnic lunch. 
 
More importantly perhaps from an artistic standpoint, Parsons Wall has a strong 
emotional connection with many long-time residents of Vermilion. For years it was 
known as the Graffiti Wall because it was used by community residents as a palette to 
display messages marking birthdays, engagements, declarations of love, graduations, 
and other significant life events … a true free-for-all for the community. 
 
The site is also highly visible from the historic blue truss bridge, crossing the Vermilion 
River heading west, and is the eastern most border of Vermilion’s historic Harbor  
Town district. A sidewalk next to the wall makes it easy to walk along and enjoy, 
desirable to city residents. The second most popular place cited by Vermilion residents 
in a recent public art survey of where they would like to see public art, behind parks, 
was along city sidewalks. 
 
It should be noted that up the hill behind the wall there is a colorful painted wall marking 
West River Paddling Company, a local company offering paddle boards, kayaks and 
canoe rentals. The wall features waves against a orange-colored sunset with the 
company logo. The Parsons Wall mural is a separate entity, and yet design 
consideration should be taken for the West River signage since it is visible behind this 
project. 
  
And finally, the wall is approximately 193 feet long and approximately 40” high, rising to 
57” high before tapering to the ground, which eliminates the need for scaffolding. The 
site is privately owned, and the property owner will retain all rights of ownership to the 
artwork, including the right to alter, repair or remove the work as needed. A good faith 
effort will be made to consult with the artist to make repairs. 
 
5. Project Goals and Considerations 
 
The following points were developed by the PAV Advisory Board. Artists are 
encouraged to take these thoughts into consideration in developing a mural design. 
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PAV recognizes that not all of the thematic pillars can be achieved in one mural, but 
hope that one or more of these themes can be aesthetically explored in the design. 
 
Goals for the project: 
• Create community excitement 
• Engage students in the project, as well as the community at large 
• Use mural as an opportunity to launch and celebrate PAV’s first public art initiative, 

and add credibility to the efforts 
• Aesthetically blend mural design with the West River mural behind the wall, stepping 

down to connect with the water 
 
Emotional Response and Sentiments: 
• Create a sense of connection with the community 
• Make people feel welcome, engaged and entertained 
• Create a lasting impression 
• Provide a sense of peace, relaxation, reflection and inspiration 
 
Thematic Pillars/Aesthetic Range: 
• Capture Vermilion’s sense of community and culture (including its small-town feel, 

unique character, sense of nostalgia, and supportive atmosphere of volunteerism) 
• Water features … lake and river … reflections which can mirror community 
• Vermilion’s future moving forward 
• Vermilion in Bloom (local volunteer group that spends countless hours decorating 

Vermilion with flower baskets and public gardens) and the colors permeating 
Vermilion as a result of these efforts 

 
6. Budget 
 
No budget is proposed, as costs will vary depending on artist and design complexity.  
 
We ask that artists propose a budget as part of their submission, which will be taken 
into consideration as part of the selection process. The budget should be all inclusive; 
all costs associated with the project should be included i.e. artist design fees, materials, 
transportation, per diem expenses, project documentation, site prep, sealants, etc. 
 
7. Artist Eligibility 
 
Any artist or artist teams over the age of 18 are eligible to submit their interest and 
qualifications. Artists who have a strong professional profile, experience in producing 
exterior semi-permanent public murals and/or have successfully worked on 
collaborative projects are encourage to apply. 
 
8. Application Deadline 
 
All RFQ applications must be submitted by email to mainstreetvermilion@gmail.com by 
5:00 pm EST on Friday, May 31, 2019 
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9. Selection Process & Criteria 
 
Stage 1: Request for Artist Qualifications 
 
Artist credentials will be reviewed by a panel appointed by PAV including professional 
artists, funders, community leaders and PAV members. The panel will recommend a 
shortlist of 3-4 candidates from the submissions received through this RFQ. 
 
Stage 2: Final Selection of Artist 
 
Artists who have been shortlisted will be notified and invited to interview with the panel 
about their qualifications. Finalists will have two weeks to prepare for their interview and 
must bring a simple concept sketch of their idea for the mural and be prepared to 
discuss their ideas for community involvement.  
 
The following criteria will be used in the selection process for the RFQ:  
 

• Submittal of all requirements as outlined in the RFQ 
• Proven ability to create distinctive murals as exhibited by past work 
• Proven experience in successfully working on collaborative community projects 
• Originality, creativity and uniqueness of past work 
• References who can speak to quality/durability of past work and artist’s proven 

track record/ability to complete work on time and within budget 
• Proposed budget 

 
 
If chosen, the artist must be able to provide a maintenance manual with a preferred 
maintenance schedule including a list of material specifications, where the materials can 
be sourced, relevant tradespeople, and all health and safety issues. The contract will 
include an agreement on professional standards relating to the project and if and how 
the artist wishes to be contacted regarding any repair work. 
 
10. Timeline – May – September 2019 
 
May 31   Request for Qualifications deadline at 5 pm EST 
June 3-7  Review of credentials and selection of finalists 
June 10  Finalists notified 
June 24-25  Interviews with finalists at Main Street Vermilion 
July 1   Winning artist notified and announced 
July Design developed with community engagement as envisioned by 

the artist; cleanup and prep site 
August 1 Final design approval 
Aug-Sept Installation of mural 
September Community celebration 
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11. Context Map & Site Photo 

 
 
 
The yellow circle in the photo reference above shows the location of Parsons Wall mural 
project. On its south end it abuts the support for a railroad trestle and is 40” high. On its 
north end it rises to 57” high and then tapers down to the drive heading up to the 
parking lot. And the photo below shows the view from street level. 
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Above is the West River Paddling Company signage located in lot behind the wall. 
 
11. Submission Requirements 
 
Your submission must be contained in a single PDF document with page numbers and 
include the following items in order listed below: 
 
• Contact info as follows: 

o Artist name 
o Mailing address, city, state and zip 
o Cell phone number 
o Email 
o Website if applicable 

• A statement of interest (no longer than two pages) which should explain your 
interest in this project, how your work is appropriate for this project and a description 
of your initial approach to and vision for this particular site. Please include a ballpark 
budget with a breakdown of artist fees, materials/supplies and expenses. 

• A current resume or CV (2 pages maximum). If submitting as a team, please 
include resume for each individual. 

• Images of five (5) relevant work samples of recent projects. Images should be 
labeled with the title of the piece, a description of the materials used, the date of 
completion, the location, the commissioning body and the budget. Artists are 
encouraged to include a very brief description of each image. 

• Names and contact information of two references (from commissioning body for 
projects completed within the past 5 years.) 

• Incomplete or late applications will not be reviewed. 
 
All applications must be received by 5:00 pm Friday, May 31, 2019. Applications should 
be emailed to mainstreetvermilion@gmail.com.  
 
If you have questions or need additional information, please call Marilou Suszko at 440-
963-0772 or email mainstreetvermilion@gmail.com.  
 
 
 


